
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About this Unit Outline 

This unit outline contains information essential to finding your way around the MA unit, Old 

Testament Seminar on Ezekiel.  It provides a structure for your learning, giving details of 

lecture topics, assessment requirements, and key resources. 
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Important notice 

While every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in the information given below, it is the 

personal responsibility of each student to check the ACT Undergraduate & Postgraduate 

Handbooks for the current year, copies of which may be found in the QTC Library within 

Emmanuel College, and also on the ACT website: www.actheology.edu.au  

It is very important that all quoted material in assignments be properly footnoted and 

acknowledged.  The attention of students is drawn to the ACT Undergraduate & Postgraduate 

Handbooks, particularly to the section headed “Academic Misconduct” in each of these.  

Failure to comply with the standards required will involve various penalties in accordance with 

the seriousness of the failure as outlined in the ACT Handbooks. 

The attention of students is also drawn to the ACT Handbooks, to the section headed 

“Guidelines for Essays” (see also the QTC Student handbook).  All essays should comply with 

these standards. 

  



   OLD TESTAMENT SEMINAR ON EZEKIEL  

3 

Information about this unit 

Unit description 
For most students of the Old Testament the book of Ezekiel is a riddle. A primary goal of this 

course is to unlock the keys to this mysterious book through a firsthand look at the biblical text 

and to recognize its significance for ministry in the 21st century.   

 

Learning objectives 
• To increase facility with the biblical languages and to acquire skills needed for the sound 

exegesis and exposition of prophetic literature. 

• To become familiar with the nature of the Israelite prophetic institution within the 

context of its ancient Near Eastern religious and cultural environment. 

• To gain a general familiarity with the content of the book of Ezekiel. 

• To develop an appreciation for the literary nature of prophecy, especially the influence of 

extra-Israelite forms of expression and ideology. 

• To gain an appreciation for the Israelite prophets’ sensitivity to the sociological context 

of their ministry and the variety of rhetorical methods they employed to seek to change 

the dispositions and actions of their audiences. 

• To gain an understanding of the significance of Ezekiel's message for the audience of his 

day and the influence of this prophet on later Israelite thought. 

• To comprehend the permanent relevance of the teachings of Ezekiel and to examine 

ways of integrating these into one's own theology and applying them to life. 

• To discover concepts in Ezekiel's writings that will assist one in developing a valid 

prophetic theology of ministry for today. 

• To be inspired and challenged by the example of Ezekiel, and to be strengthened in one's 

confidence in the authority of the biblical message. 

 

Credit Arrangements and Study Requirements  

This unit is taught at the MA (700) level, and if successfully completed is worth 8 credit points 

towards the Australian College of Theology’s Master of Arts (Theology) and Master of Arts 

(Ministry) courses.  QTC offers a regular series of MA units which provide the opportunity to 

complete the MA (Theology) over 3-8 years part-time as well as selected units towards the 

MA(Ministry).  Further details regarding the MA in Theology at QTC are available at: 

http://www.qtc.edu.au/master-of-arts-theology/  It may be possible for students to apply the 

credit gained from completing this unit to MA-level qualifications beyond the Australian 

College of Theology (ACT).  Students should contact the relevant non-ACT provider for details. 

http://www.qtc.edu.au/master-of-arts-theology/
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To complete the unit, students need to attend the intensive classes with Dr. Block, complete the 

set pre-reading, and submit all assignments to a satisfactory assignment.  Full details regarding 

study at QTC and on matters such as using the QTC Library and applying for extensions on 

assessment due dates can be found in the QTC Student Handbook, available on the QTC 

website.   

 

The unit is delivered as an ACT MA-level seminar course, coded OT789.  Students completing 

an ACT MA may enrol in more than one OT789 seminar unit provided that these units are taken 

on different books of the Old Testament (i.e., you can not gain credit for two OT789 units on 

Ezekiel in your course). 

 

 

How this unit is organised and what we expect of you 

Students will be expected to attend all lectures, with the programme being: 

Intensive – Monday 28th July - Friday 1st August 2014. 

The unit will be taught through 25 teaching hours, with five teaching periods per day for each 

day of the intensive week.  Each teaching day will commence at 9:30am and conclude at 

3:15pm.   

 

Teaching staff  

Prof. Daniel I. Block 

D.Phil, M.A. BA. B.Ed. Diploma in Biblical Studies  

 

Contacts 

Prior to the intensive, any questions about the unit in general should be addressed in the first 

instance to the QTC Registrar, Ted Brennan, at: registrar@qtc.edu.au  

  

mailto:registrar@qtc.edu.au
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Unit timetable: topics and teaching and learning activities   

1.  Introductory Lectures 

 

a. Ezekiel: The Prophet and His Times 

b. Ezekiel: The Prophet and His Methods 

c. Ezekiel: The Prophet and His Book 

d. Ezekiel: The Prophet and His Message 

 

2. Expository Lectures 

 

 a. Ezekiel the Visionary (1:1-3:27; 8:1-11:25) 

 b. Ezekiel the Watchman (3:16-21; 33:1-9; 6:1-14; 7:1-27) 

 c. Ezekiel the Dramatist (4:1-5:17; 12:1-16) 

 d. Ezekiel the Debater (11:1-12; 11:14-21; 12:21-25; 12:26-28; 18:1-32; 24:1-14; 33:10-

20; 33:23-29) 

 e. Ezekiel the Prosecutor (16:1-63; 20:1-44; 22:1-31; 23:1-49) 

 f. Ezekiel the Messenger of Good News (5:3; 11:14-21; 16:60-63; 17:22-24; 28:24-26; 

34-48) 

 

Assessment  

PRE-INTENSIVE TASKS – ALL DUE 28 JULY 2014 

Prior to the commencement of the course all students will complete the following 

assignments:  

1. Read aloud the entire book of Ezekiel from a modern translation. Note: While for 

detailed study a version based on “formal equivalence theory” (e.g., NAS, ESV) is 

preferable, for this exercise a version that is based on “dynamic equivalence theory” 

(e.g., NLT, NIV, NRSV) is more helpful. 

2. Read the following collections of essays on the book of Ezekiel: 

 Block, Daniel I. By the River Chebar: Historical, Literary, and Theological Studies in the 

Book of Ezekiel. Eugene, Old Testament: Cascade, 2013. 

 Block, Daniel I. Beyond the River Chebar: Studies in Kingship and Eschatology in the Book 

of Ezekiel. Eugene, Old Testament: Cascade, 2013. 

3. Write a short review (approximately 750 words per book) of each of the books 

above in which you demonstrate that you have grasped some of the key ideas 

developed and identify ways in which the essays aid in developing a prophetic theology 

of ministry (1500 words total - 20% of total mark for the unit). – DUE 28 JULY 2014 
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Note that two copies of the above texts have been placed in the QTC Library, and a 

small number of additional copies are available for purchase through the QTC Librarian, 

Annette McGrath: amcgrath@qtc.edu.au  

All assignments should be submitted via the QTC Moodle website: 

http://www.qtc.edu.au/moodle/  Students will be provided with a Moodle account and 

details of how to access and use this account shortly before the intensive commences. 

 

POST-UNIT ASSESSMENTS 

 1. Write a 4000 word essay on a key theological concept developed in the book of Ezekiel 

that relates especially to ministry, in conversation with relevant scholarly literature on 

Ezekiel (50% of total mark). – DUE 2 SEPTEMBER 2014 

  Examples: 

  a. The importance for pastoral ministry of a proper view of God (chaps. 1-2) 

  b. The essence of pastoral ministry (chap. 34) 

  c. How to respond to “failure” in ministry (chaps. 2-3) 

  Your assignment should describe how the book of Ezekiel articulates and develops the 

theological concept in question, how it relates pastorally to Ezekiel’s context, and lastly 

how it might be applied to contemporary ministry today.   

 

2. Prepare an expository sermon on a specific text from Ezekiel (ca. 2500 words) 

selected in consultation with the unit lecturer (30% of total mark).  Your sermon should 

show evidence of thoughtful interaction with suitable commentaries and other material 

on Ezekiel encountered during the unit – DUE 23 SEPTEMBER 2014 

 

In order to pass this unit, you must gain a mark of at least 50% for the unit as a whole.  

All assignments (including take-home exams) are to be submitted via Moodle.   

 

Learning resources 
 

Textbooks for Pre-Reading:  

Block, Daniel I.  By the River Chebar: Historical, Literary, and Theological Studies in the Book of 

Ezekiel. Eugene, OR.: Cascade, 2013. 

Block, Daniel I.  Beyond the River Chebar: Studies in Kingship and Eschatology in the Book of 

Ezekiel. Eugene, OR.: Cascade, 2013. 

 

During the intensive Prof. Block will discuss other resources on Ezekiel with the students. 

mailto:amcgrath@qtc.edu.au
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ACT Standards: Grades 

Grades in assessment instruments are awarded in the following categories- 

Grade   Score  GPA 

Fail (F)   0-49%  0 

Pass (P)   50-57%  1 

Pass+ (P+)  58-64%  1.5 

Credit (C)  65-74%  2 

Distinction (D)  75-84%  3 

High Distinction (HD)  85+%  4 


